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October 12, 2011

Event Date: October 29, 2011, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon
Note to Assignment Editors: Photo and sound opportunities at a Community Hub

Time: 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Location: Volunteer Park
(parking lot of the Seattle Asian Art Museum)
1400 East Prospect Way, Seattle, WA
Contact: Jeff Coleman
Cell Phone: 206 551-1267 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Seattle neighborhoods and ham operators train for harsh “Winds 
of Winter”

SEATTLE – Imagine catastrophic winter storms besiege the city, with wind and ice cutting 
power and phone lines, blocked roads stranding neighborhoods and the city's resources 
overloaded. Sound familiar? That's why Seattle's amateur radio operators and community 
preparedness volunteers will hold a citywide exercise on Saturday morning, October 29, at 
9:00 a.m. to test their response to the “Winds of Winter” in anticipation of the coming season.

The Community Hub program was developed by the Seattle Office of Emergency Management 
in conjunction with community members concerned about emergency preparedness. During 
the "Winds of Winter" exercise, Hubs in West Seattle, Magnolia, Queen Anne, Capitol Hill, 
Fremont, Wallingford, Wedgewood will simulate information and resource sharing along with 
communications alternatives that residents could turn too if they become isolated because of 
weather conditions.

The Hubs will move status reports and requests for assistance to portable Amateur Radio 
stations operated by members of the Seattle Auxiliary Communications Service (ACS). These 
“hams” use voice and digital networks to connect with the W7ACS station located within the 
Seattle Emergency Operations Center (EOC) downtown. In all, more than 100 volunteers are 
expected to participate.

"Large, back-to-back winter storms are the type of event that could isolate an area for several 
days and require neighbors to share skills, resources and information," said Barb Graff, 
Director of Seattle's Office of Emergency Management. "Thanks to the Community Hubs and 
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Seattle Auxiliary Communication Service
Winter Storm Exercise on Oct. 29 (cont.)

Seattle ACS volunteers, these neighborhoods are not completely alone. They maintain 
communications with critical city agencies, and most important, with each other."

ACS Director Bob Larkin explained, “'Winds of Winter' is a realistic situation that everyone in 
Seattle can identify with, particularly during a La Niňa year, but the skills we practice can be 
applied to any catastrophic event. ACS volunteers work closely with our city's emergency 
management professionals to provide assistance with our radio equipment where ever, when 
ever Seattle calls.”

The Seattle Office of Emergency Management conducts similar communications exercises on 
a regular basis. This develops stronger relationships with neighborhoods and creates 
partnerships in preparation to survive disasters. Amateur radio volunteers respond to many 
calls for aid throughout the U.S. and the world each year. They provide their services and 
equipment freely, saving many lives and saving their communities tens of thousands of dollars. 
The “Winds of Winter” exercise is part of the annual Simulated Emergency Test sponsored by 
the Amateur Radio Relay League (Newington, Conn.) to help ham radio operators polish their 
communications and preparedness skills in times of need to serve their communities.

# # #

For more information about preparedness and amateur radio, please visit:

Seattle Emergency Management: http://www.seattle.gov/emergency/default.htm

West Seattle Be Prepared: http://westseattle.bepreparedseattle.info

Seattle Auxiliary Communications Services: http://www.seattleacs.com
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